Reaction to Intervention
Foreign Office marked the victory won by a of thirty-two over a rus4 diplomatist and man of the world of sixty-seven. Henceforth it was therefore said the Foreign Office would go in leading-strings to the court. At least there would be no more "scores" to be made by the Secretary of State "off his own bat"; no more international pyrotechnics, Roman candles one day and Greek fire the next. The chorus of eulogistic welcome from friend and foe that greeted the new minister was almost too fervent and too unbroken. " Sufficiently liberal," "conciliatory,51 "safe," were the epithets applied by Aberdeen to Granville when speaking of " the excellent appointment likely to remove very serious embarrassments." The queen lost no time in personally testing the capacities of her latest servant, and in showing that he would be held directly responsible to herself. The Chinese emperors require a written proof of ability and knowledge before they select their state councillors. The English queen was content to receive such a credential after the appointment actually had been made. Lord Granville was told to put down on paper his ideas of the principles on which the external relations of the realm should be controlled. "The time," added his royal mistress, "is peculiarly favourable for such an exercise." The revolutionary storm of 1848, she added, had now spent its force. There could therefore no longer be any excuse for mere hand-to-mouth policy. Something like continuity in our foreign statesmanship had thus become practicable; on what principles was it to be based ? This formed the subject of the probationary essay set by the sovereign to the new-u                             305